STUDIES   IN   A   DYING   CULTURE
lead  us    They preach,  not new vigour,  but old
decadence.
What then is the cure ? We know that both in the
case of the neurotic and the civilisation, the cure is a
more strenuous and creative act than the invalid's
relapse into the womb of that unconsciousness from
which we emerged. Our task is to be performed,
not in an air heavy and feud with mysteries and dead
symbolism like that of a cavern used for old obscene
rites, but in the open air.
We are not to return to the old but it is into the
new we must go ; and the new does not exist, we
must bring it into being. The child would love to
return to the womb, but it must become adult and
face the strenuous and bracing tasks of life We are
not to abandon consciousness but to expand it, to deepen
and purge feeling and break up and recast thought, and
this new consciousness does not exist in any thing's
keeping either Mexicans or Yogis or the * blood * but
we must make it ourselves. In this struggle with
reality in which instincts, feeling and thought all
partake and interact, the instincts themselves will be
changed, and emerging in consciousness as new thought
and new feeling, will once again feel themselves an
harmony with the new environment they have created.
Social relations must be changed so that love returns
to the earth and man is not only wiser but more full
of emotion* This is not a task which one prophet can
perform in one Gospel, but since the whole fabric of
social relations are to be changed^ every human being
68